416             THE END OF A MOCKERY

1652 the soldiers and the House together by private conferences. But he was faced with the vis inertiae of vested interests, and every day he found it harder to keep the army in hand. In November he had a talk with Whitelocke,1 and poured forth to that shrewd lawyer his fears for the commonwealth, Whitelocke said that the chief trouble lay in the dictatorial attitude of the army. Not so, Oliver replied ; it lay in the misdeeds of the civilians and the self-seeking of the parliament men. Such a condition of affairs must end in anarchy and revolution. " Unless there be some authority and power so full and so high as to restrain and keep things in better order, and that may be a check to these exorbitances, it will be impossible in human reason to prevent our ruin." Whitelocke replied by asking what could be done. ^ We ourselves have acknowledged them the supreme power, and taken our commissions and authority in the highest concernments from them, and how to restrain and curb them after this it will be hard to find out a way for it." Suddenly Oliver broke out: " What if a man should take upon him to be king ? " The scared lawyer stammered that the remedy would be worse than the disease, and then set out various weighty objections, of which Oliver admitted the force. But as a practical solution of the immediate problem he had nothing better to suggest than that they should come to terms with the young Charles.

The outbreak is a flashlight upon Oliver's mind. He thought, as he told Whitelocke, that the monarchical title meant much to England. He had been casting about for a monarch and could find none. Again and again in his career he had been forced to take up a task because no one else could be found for it; might not this ultimate and fateful one be forced upon him ? It is likely that the notion only entered his mind to be rejected, for he set himself more industriously than ever to effect an accommodation with parliament. But there were many in England who had the same thought and did not reject it, and many, too, who were not converts to
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